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rating agencies. I would hope the gen-
tleman who serves on the Ways and 
Means Committee and I and others 
could work together so this doesn’t 
happen again, that we make sure that 
the American people and that all of our 
creditors and people around the world 
know that the United States of Amer-
ica can and will handle its finances in 
a responsible fashion. 

If the gentleman wants to say any-
thing further, I’ll yield back to him; if 
not, I yield back the balance of my 
time. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT FROM THURSDAY, 
MAY 9, 2013, TO MONDAY, MAY 13, 
2013 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. I ask unani-
mous consent that when the House ad-
journs today, it adjourn to meet at 2 
p.m. on Monday next and that the 
order of the House of January 3, 2013, 
regarding morning-hour debate not 
apply on that day. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
VALADAO). Is there objection to the re-
quest of the gentleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 

f 

HONORING DR. SHIRLEY 
TILGHMAN 

(Mr. LANCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. LANCE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Shirley Tilghman 
for her distinguished service as the 
19th president of Princeton University. 

Dr. Tilghman will step down this 
spring following 12 years of exceptional 
leadership. As the first woman to serve 
as president of Princeton, she is a role 
model for the campus community and 
young women and men across the coun-
try and throughout the world. 

During her tenure, Dr. Tilghman, a 
molecular biologist, set in motion a 
number of significant initiatives. 
Princeton increased its financial aid 
offerings significantly, raising the per-
centage of students who receive aid and 
making Princeton’s program one of the 
most generous in the country. 

Dr. Tilghman has also worked dili-
gently to bolster the university’s aca-
demic offerings, overseeing the cre-
ation of the Lewis Center for the Arts, 
the Center for African American Stud-
ies, the Princeton Neuroscience Insti-
tute, and the Andlinger Center for En-
ergy and the Environment. 

As a proud Princeton alumnus, it is 
an honor to recognize Dr. Tilghman 
today. May the university continue to 
be guided by Woodrow Wilson’s 1896 
words, true also of President 
Tilghman’s labors: ‘‘Princeton in the 
Nation’s service,’’ and now expanded to 
include in the service of all nations. 

Our congratulations to Dr. Shirley 
Tilghman. 

NURSES WEEK AND POLIO 
ERADICATION 

(Ms. LEE of California asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in recognition of Nurses 
Week and to thank the millions of 
nurses who are on the front lines of our 
health care system. 

Although a doctor is usually consid-
ered to be the primary health care pro-
vider for a patient, nurses are expert 
clinicians who provide high-quality and 
cost-effective care in every community 
throughout our country. 

Around the world, nurses are the first 
and often the only link to health care 
for millions living in developing coun-
tries and are true warriors against dis-
eases like malaria, HIV/AIDS, and 
polio. 

Thanks to the work of nurses and 
community health workers, we are 
close to a polio-free world and could 
not have come so far without the lead-
ership of the United States, the Gates 
Foundation, and, of course, partners 
like the United Nations and Rotary 
International. 

As we thank and salute nurses 
around the world, we must also recog-
nize the severe shortages of health 
workers and recommit ourselves to 
supporting programs and policies that 
have the greatest impact and farthest 
reach. 

Once again, we must end polio now. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MEGAN BELL 

(Mr. SCALISE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. SCALISE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to pay tribute and give thanks to 
the very first person that came to work 
for me when I came to Congress 5 years 
ago, my legislative director, Megan 
Bell. 

Unfortunately, she is going to be 
leaving our office as she goes on to big-
ger and better things. But Megan has 
been a tremendous and tireless public 
servant for the people of southeast 
Louisiana and has provided great lead-
ership to our Nation. She’s been a huge 
help to me on energy issues, on health 
care issues, on coastal restoration 
issues, and so many things. When the 
Deepwater Horizon accident and dis-
aster occurred 3 years ago, Megan was 
right there helping not only to get peo-
ple back to work, but also to help draft 
and lead through the legislative proc-
ess the RESTORE Act, which provided 
incredible support to the people back 
home. She also provided great help to 
constituents. 

On a Friday afternoon, when we got a 
call from a father whose son needed 
lifesaving treatment, she worked 
through the whole weekend to get FDA 
approval for a lifesaving clinical trial. 

She’s just a great public servant, 
somebody that I think we can all as-
pire and look up to. We will miss her 

here at the Capitol, and I surely will 
miss her at the office. But she will be 
going on to bigger and better things, 
and I wish her all the best. 

f 

b 1220 

SAFE CLIMATE CAUCUS 

(Mr. MORAN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MORAN. Mr. Speaker, the Safe 
Climate Caucus is composed of 25 Mem-
bers of the House who have made a 
commitment to talk every single legis-
lative day on the House floor about the 
urgent need to address climate change. 

Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday, we reached 
record levels of carbon in the atmos-
phere. Since 1956, a U.S. observatory 
has been recording data on the amount 
of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere; 
and over the last few decades, carbon 
dioxide levels have been higher than at 
any point in the last 800,000 years. So 
there’s more carbon dioxide in the at-
mosphere today than since the dawn of 
civilization. 

This month, the amount of carbon is 
close to reaching 400 parts per million, 
a new record. And as a result, extreme 
weather events are going to be ever-
more frequent and more damaging. 

We must act before it’s too late. Our 
window to address the threat of cli-
mate change is closing. It’s time to 
stop the denials and to start acting 
proactively. 

f 

SERVICEMEMBERS’ TELEMEDICINE 
AND E-HEALTH PORTABILITY 
ACT IMPLEMENTATION 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, 2 years ago, I worked 
with the Congressional Armed Services 
Committee to include the Servicemem-
bers’ Telemedicine and E-Health Port-
ability Act, or STEP Act, as part of the 
2012 National Defense Authorization 
Act. 

The law expands telemedicine at the 
Department of Defense by allowing 
credentialed care professionals to per-
form telehealth consultations across 
State lines, which is great news for our 
servicemembers, especially those fac-
ing mental illness. Instead of waiting 
weeks for consultation, these men and 
women can now access care without 
delay while avoiding the stigma that is 
oftentimes associated with seeking 
treatment. 

Last year, the DOD issued a waiver 
to expand telemedicine and begin im-
plementation. In 2012, the Army was 
able to perform nearly 36,000 telecon-
sultations. 

Despite progress, TRICARE providers 
were not included in the waiver, lim-
iting thousands of professionals from 
providing services. Second, the waiver 
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